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or not
Forget the gold watch. The farewell speech. The

retirement party at the swankiest steakhouse
in town. When you go to hang up É er É take
down your shingle, youÕll do so entirely on your

own Ñ without the help of a benefits depart-
ment or 30 years of employer-matched con-

tributions. Which is to say, if you donÕt
want to spend your golden years eat-

ing Alpo from a can, youÕd better
find a retirement plan while youÕre
still hard at work.

But arenÕt those retirement plans
complicated? After all, youÕre an inde-

pendent professional, and your IP specialty
may not be financial analysis. Retirement plans
mean weird acronyms, difficult calculations, and
all sorts of arcane rules and regulations. How 
will an IP like you hack through those thick 
fiscal forests? 

The good news is you donÕt have to: IÕve already
been there, done that. Read on as I translate all of
that financial mumbo-jumbo into plain English.

Best scenario: stay
young forever.
Second-best: prepare
for retirement. We wonÕt
even mention the third
scenarioÉ but we will help
you understand what your
retirement-planning
options are as an
independent
professional.
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